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HINEKING ds: to ha candid and 1 men, 41 


therefore intereſted in the purport of your addreſs, we read it 


with, attentions, and ſhall now deliver our opinion of its con- 
tents with the ſame freedom which you en in your 


animadverſions on the ſentiments of others. : 4 {041% 


What firſt particularly attracted our notice was, the various 
cy contradictory epithets you apply to the ſame perſons and 


characters. In the title page you call yourſelves “Friends 


of mankind. But as the avowed object of your addreſs was to 
prove “ the final recovery of ALL GoD's CREATURES''to 
holineſs and happineſs, among whom the devils are included, 
would it not have been ſtill more appropriate to have called 


n the friends of men and devil? 8 


The candid and ſerious to whom your piece is nie 
addreſſed, you afterwards call your © dear fellow Chriſtians,” 
and then divide them into three claſſes, Calviniſts, Armi- 
nians, and Deiſts. The two former you addreſs under the 


x . 
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yery endearing appellation of * brethren , yer you charge 


them with holding ( doctrines contrary to reaſon, revelation, 
and the attributes of Deity.” We are, therefore, at a loſs to 
conceive wherein the brotherhood conſiſts, except it be in the 


particulars ſpecified. The Deifts you treat with-much greater 


ae and reſpect than you do even your brethren; theſe you 
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«rather pity t han condemn, as y chink, your brethren the 
Calvinifts and Soon babe been the occaſion, if not the 
ſole cauſe of their infidelity. | 

In all this, we conceive, there is A manifeſt ſoleciſm, if not 
much palpable contradiction. Is it conſiſtent conduct in thoſe 
who would be erh genuine and zealous Chriſtians, to 
acknowledge thoſe to be their bvethren, and dear fellow 
Chriſtians, whoſe leading and fundamental fentiments are 
« contrary both to reaſon, revelation, and the attributes of 
God?” What beſides a belief of the truth is the bond of 
union among Chriſtians ? Admitting the fincerity of your pro- 
feſſions of brotherly eee it t appears that your fraternity 
is very differently c d to that of the immediate fol- 
Jowers of Chriſt, amongſt whom the love of the truth was the 
only centre of amity : while yours is made up of 4 friends to 
mankind,” and enemies to reaſon CPE and worm i 
This is your own ftatement. dad et nnen eie. 
i That you ſhauld, in the ä your addreſs; W 
in ſuch pathetic language, the increaſe of error; and caution 


knowledge the Deiſis to be really candid and ſerious men: is to 
theſe are nęcaſſary for the inveſtigation of truth? And de you 
verily believe the Seriptures to be ſo ambiguous, as to elude 
the ſearch of rational creatures, in the purſuit of knowledge; 
wha are truly: ſerious and candid ? For ourſelves, we moſt 
firmly believe, that every important truth is ſtated in the 
Seriptures with ſo much perſpicuity and ſtrength of evidence, 
as to leave without excuſe the man who reads them, and 
refuſes his aſſent to their intereſting contents. To ſuppoſe 
the. contrary is to impeach both the wiſdem and goodneſs of 
God; and to exculpate every Deiſt from the charge of guilt. 
Such an inſinuation has, we think, as great à tendency to 
eſtabliſh, Deiſm as any propoſition or ſentiment whateuer. 
And, when coming from proſeſſed friends of revelation, it will 
no doubt be regarded as a peaks eee, ue re w 


de cauſe they undertake to defend. vi 


;- When yon . Diif, you atone: to 


| and the ideas he is Ee ods REY 
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attribute. We admit that reaſan is Seien to e 
nedeſſity there is of a revelation from God, reſpecting thoſe 
points vrhich are above all others intereſting to mankind. And | 
ve contend, that reaſon will lead a man to conclude, if ever 
ſuch à revelation be granted, that it will be every way ale; 
quate to the ends propoſed; and at the ſame time be attended 
with every tequiſite demonſtration of its divine originals 
Conſequently to ſuggeſt that the Bible we now have in oub 
poſſeſſion is deſicient in exhibiting theſe proofs of its divinityy 
fo that an intelligent man may read it with ſeriouſneſe and can 
dour; and yet remain an unbeliever in the truths it contains, 
is either to _—_—_— eee 1 or . e ys the cauſe int 
| What at nd wa of the Arie . 
is altogether: fallacious, becauſe you are reaſoning from pres 
miſes of which you have no competent idea; and are under the 
neceſſity of taking certain things for granted which ought felt 
to be proved. That degree of reafou which is capable of difs 
covering the exiſtence of a Divine Being, is equally ſufficient 
to convince us that this Being is infinite in power, wiſdom 
and goodneſs: but how theſe perfections will be manifeſtedy 
no man upon earth, or angel in heaven, knows any more than 
a ſtock or a ſtone, independent of exiſting facts, or of adivine 
tevelation. Admit that the angels: exiſted prior to the crea 
tion of this world, is it poſſihle to ĩimagine that they could, by 
the power of ratiocination only, foreſee that God would create 
| ſuch a ſyſtem as the preſent? Could they, or could man after 
his fall, have diſcovered the neceſſity of the divine incarnations 
or have inferred from what they knew of the divine attributes, 
that ſuch an event would take place? To ſuppoſe this, or 
any thing of this nature poſſible, would be to deny the neceſ- 
ſity of a divine revelation, and to contradict what the God of 
truth has poſitively aſſerted. So what relates to the future 
manifeſtations of divine goodneſs, any farther than the Serip- 
tures make it evident, muſt remain a nnn ſecret to every 
living man. | Lis a Wl 

Tou argue, that as G fs the firſt cauſe of: all; © he 
Gould ſeek the happineſs of all his creatures, and deal juſtly 


with them; and we Wight aſk, where would be his juſtice in 
puniſh- 


hy 


1 4 


puniſh ing a creature ſurrounded with inſirmities, * 
to tmptations as man is; endleſsly, for the tranſgreſſions of a 
few. years? Here you inſinuate, that as God made us, he 
zugt alſo to make! us happy, whether we will or not. And 
if he do not, you ſhew-a ſtrong inelination to repreſent him as. 
not: doing his duty. For you aſk, „Where will be his juſ- 
tice?? which implies that in that caſe he will be a hideous, 
deteftable monſter ] Vou likewiſe extenuate ſin to a mere pec- 
cadilo, almoſt undeſerving of any puniſhment. whatever. 

Firſt, in extenuation of man's: guilt, ;you urge the infinmitzes 
of his nature, by which: you ſeem to think him almoſt totally 
incapable of performing his duty. Secondly, the numerous 
temptations to which he is conſtantly expoſed, ſtill increaſing 
the difkcultyy if not rendering his obedience to the divine will 
abſolutely impoſſible. - Laſtly, that the time allotted him in 
e be ſhort; he has neither opportunity of cultivating 
Vvintuous principles, nor of committing many errors. If this 
be a juſt —— the ſtate of man in this world, we 
may ſaſely conclude, that inſtead of his being puniſhed to 
eternity for his preſent crimes, he will not be puniſhed at all; 
s e ure aſſured the juſt God doth not require from his crea- 
tures any thing beyond the abilities beſtowed, or the opportu- 
nities afforded. Eſpecially as his goodneſs: and merey are indiſ- 
putably infinite, we may reaſonably, expect he will candidly 
overlook” and pardon a few inconſiderable errors, if indeed 
there be any thing to pardon, which, upon your hypotheſis, is 

xt leaſt extremely doubtful. And we ſee, according to this 

ſtatement, no great neceſſity for the ſufferings and death of 
Chriſt. That a God of unbounded muniſicence ſhould take 
pleaſure in bruiſing his only begotten Son, and putting him to 
grief, for the ſins of mankind, which are ſuppoſed to be of ſo 
trivial a nature, and which their own ſufferings would in a 
ſhort time completely expiate, is, in our conception of things, 
neither a juſt nor an honourable repreſentation of his character. 


This opinion, we think, caneels all the high obligations of 


love and gratitude which the Chriſtian has been ſuppoſed to be 
under to the Lord Jeſus for the unſearchable riches of his 
grace in the work of redemption; for the finner in a ſhort 


412 9 
bim eculd have performed the ſame work himſelf, chat itz 


na ve ſuffered the full demerit of his own fins, 1 


his wieweof man's condition in the preſent life; and of the 
3 of his guilt, makes repentance a work of ſupe⸗ 
rerogation, or at leaſt reduces it to a mere ceremony; for who 
would think it expedient to make a confeſſion of ſin with deep 
contrition, who imagines he was ſo eircumſtanced, that his 
errors have been the almoſt unavoidable conſequence of the 
ſituation in which he was placed by the Divine Being? Men 
| are already ſufficiently proneè to palliate their crimes, and need 
— as this onthe: akne ane e . their eil 
practices. ee e ee wh 91 457) Wt eng r trek eI'Fv 1 
be A God, 1. em . 6c — ſeek the happineſt of 
all his ereatures, and his power will accompliſn what his wil 
dom planned; and his goodneſs willed, we aſk, how it came 
to paſs that there ſhould be ſo much evil and miſery in the 
world,” as there confeſſedly is? Is it for the happineſs of man- 
kind that they ſhould be both wicked and miſerable? Or has 
not God yet begun to ſeek the happineſs of his ereatures? It 
becomes you, Gentlemen, to develope this myſtery; and to 
ſhew hob / the fall of man, the wickedneſs of the Antediluvians, 


of the Cunaanites, of the Fews; &c. &c. together with the 


 dreadful-judgments inflicted on them, harmonize vith 568 
| Has God hitherto accompliſhed by his power whats 
| beer bir -W Dom planhed, or his goodneſs willed? If this 


hath been the caſe, it will follow that God never did as yet 


generally from the beginning been both very wicked and very 


miſerable. And if it hath not been yet the caſe, that the 
power of God has co- operated with his will effectually tò 
prevent the entrance of ſin; and its conſequent evils into the 
world, how does it appear, from a conſideration of the divine 
attributes only, as they have been already exerciſed in the 
government of the world, that his power will finally accom. 
pliſh what his goodneſs wills reſpecting the: happineſs of all 
his creatures? Why not then prevent their being miſerable 
at all? As God is infinitely good and infinitely powerful, he 


1 not to be able 3 itz myſt we therefore infer that 
thore 


muſt be too good to will the exiſtence of ſin, and too po- ere 
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you do, he — cebbdgt taco ſhould 
Sf Sxperienctcarreverts; — — the power 


Eve, and by his it was chat he t6o well-furoved 
— eee; — 
uf good and evil. He argues from the wiſdom of (God, that 

eee the: excellent; Pepe! — 


its ———— he endindleef Gets amd 
at all things being created forthe plenſure and. happineis of 
mad, it could not comport with reaſon that he ſhould be pres 
eluded che enjoyment 6f a tree poſſeſſed of ſuch eneellent qua- 


—— — — 
tat the fruit of this tree ſhould be prohibited. Believing this 
noctrine 1 — _— | 
— as en an Weit pete. Smeg sd e mop ff 

To argue from the divine perſections by: mere a is 
dudeed a very convenient way bf proving an aſſertion which is 
_ altogether unſupported by: poſitiye euidence. In this eaſe a 
man has only to take it for granted that he has an adequate 
ſiuſſed of ſuch attributes . ould? conduct himſelf towards his 
Ereatures; and! it will follow, that in this very manner, and 
i no other, God will and muſt of neceſſty conduct bimſelf 
_ $6wards all the works of his hands. But if the major propo- 
fibon ſhould prove illuſory and unfounded, the argument is of 
ns force: In the preſent * the aſſumption is oοgrRat 


2 5 | for 


— ache concluſion therefore — 
ſheily: falls. 49 dha Grund,, berauſe even the fiplifoncs of God is 
ver bas nun, Ad s the, heavens are high above the earthy 
Hanni kis whys! Aabave our iuays, and his thoughts aboue a1 
thoughtss- Men is hut of yeſterday and knows nothing... 


mark dur annamerahle offences, what ne "_ 

| him, or anſwer; for, one among a-thouſand?,,.. .... 

 » Wedhalloonly remark; ſurthar on, this;part of the age, 
that thoſę ho believe the Scriptures do molt aſſuredly believe 

in the ĩmmenſity of the divine goodneſs, as extended to all his 


nuteſt ſtain upon his character, or the remoteſt cauſe of come 
plaint either of injuſtice, ox of unkindneſs in his conduct to a 


ſingle itdividual;, but, om the contrary, if rational beings has 


i juſt benſe af their obligations, they would ſee, abundant aufe 


to love him with All- their heart, ſoul, mind, and ſtrength. | 


Vet his people dare not diſpute with him about the propriety 
of hat he bas revealed, but with the diſpoſition of little chil- 


dren receive his teftimony, and, with confidence in his veige; 


city, wait: the iſſue, I Dia #? $41 N 67 n SLES 


1A e eee gondedene from reaſon and the: 


divine attributes, you quote certain paſſages from the, inſpired; 


; writings; wthiep tou preſume are favourable to your hypotheliss | 


The ptopriety of which quotations, for the purpoſe alledged, 
ve ſballino: Y conſider. But we beg leave to premiſe, that the; 
anly ſafe and certain way of explaining any paſſage in the O 
Teſtament, which is quoted and explained in the New, is 90. 
conſult ) firſt of all, what the New Teſtament writers have 
ſai& gonoerring it, and then to abide by their interpretation, 
a the only juſt and proper one; remembering kbat they had 
te Di tine Sᷓpitit to lead them into all truth; conſequently, chat 
_ every exiplanition which is in ſubſtance and meaning different 
from chat which. they have given, is to be rejected as falſe. 
Were cbnfidant af the propriety wann abſo- 


attendin to it. * 
un ecefty of 8 5 The 


comes him, therefore, to think and to ſpeak, of God with at 
leaſt ſma degree of madeſty and reverence. He is a Being of 
ineffable glory and gerſaction; and if he were to be ſevere to 


creatures, in that wax which ſhall redound moſt to the honour; 
af all his inſinite perſections; and ſo as not to leave the mi. 
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Prey 46 we ed and — — — prog 
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3 — yak cats 
under the curſe ; FOr as mitty 2s erich weise of he 
Rwy fre under tl eurſe; for it written, 
one that continueth hot in aNthitigs which nee e 
book Uf theIdwtowo'thenr?t .- at che bleſing of 
Ab rata comes upem ul, Gentile believers, und conſiſts in 
— de epörit of a ers bleſfing-'of 
; on dhe through —— 


was by cles wary pra rey greg 9 
bene. Fot ye are all the children of God by faich in Chriſt 
Nass n RS ind then” the import and mean | 


repeated to lane as . « And I will bless them that 
bes hee; nid curſo him that curſeth thee and in hee ſhall all 
che” families ofthe cartw-be bleſſed. Gen 1A. . 0 * 
that Abraham ihall Farely become a great ——— 
ada che nativ vß the earth ſhalt be bleſſed in him. Gen-. 
| 81 v. 48 —— all eee 


15 — — ofithe!carth be bleſſed.” Gen. 26. 
And thy dved- ſhall be as the duſſ- of the — 
thow lt prond'abroad to the oft, and te the eaſt; and to the 
north, und t6:the:ſourh ; and in thee add im thy ſeed ſhall all 
the milie ef ti earth he hleſſsd “ Gen. n Y. c- 
ee eee guete by an inſpited>writer/;/ 
= ; | - % guibnene lo 1s üb. 


„ee eee cen e mee QT 


ing enſhaguar all people, and tha al eg i erm gvs, all | 


nations“ wallow- up death in yidtary ; nnd, the. Lord 
— tears from off all faces; and the rehukg 
of hispedple nell he take away Arm off all. che garth; for che 
Lord hath, ſpakeny it., . Iſaiah 25. Y. , d. - hich we. Hag 
explained ei. este bender «this corrupt ible Mall 
| have ntenlihrorruption, and his mortal hall have put g- 
| demi eden malle byaught 9 paſs the laying chat is wrigtgns 
Death is-Awaliowed in, victory.“ „The Apoſtle, it ſe 

underſtood the y to relate to the reſurrection, and o 
have its-4ccomplifupent- in that event. Upon his authority 
ve ſeceive this as the · true meaning, and reject your comment 
eee oi hay wat Hen i Mud ide Heh 
Vun nent cite for purpoſe: Iſaiah. 45. V. 23. (% L. hays 
ſwortuby mplelf, the Word-, is gone cut of., my: mouth. i 
rightepuſne(s,: and ſhall, not retum, I bat untafme euern keg 
ſhall bau evety tongue ſhalt ſwear,” This ig explained in 
RNom. 14% U. 14. % For it vis written, as Llive faith the. Lord, 

every-knge ſball bow to. me, and every. tongue ſhall confeſs 29 
God.” And Rhilips , V. 20, ( That at the namę of Jeſus ęverꝝ 
knee ſhould-boww Gf thingsin heaven, and things in earth, and 


things under the carth,”.. In the firſt paſſage it is expreſsly a 


plied to the time of the uniyerſal judgment; and the latter, 3 
— pambfes, weiter, mob Spins in 
the ſameimanne. ens Ham vhs: 1 ay 
 Younguaterions fromthe New Tei ment ate equally Tos 
levantiand unappropriate-r...Y'ou quote the declaration of the 

Luke 2. v. 10. And the angel faid unto thema 
be ene er de l brig. you good tidings of great jo 


fairly conſtrued into a p 
— — the, infernal ſpirits, ſhall be hotly 


y. According to your hype You 
: ———— — 
me, would in the end be . from ths priſon of hell. 


B 2 In 


— — — 8 


which hall he to all- eople: which cannot, however, b 2 
xamiſe, or even an indication, that all 
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e for all men ; for kings, and for all that axe 
| | % al. 76; may lead a, quiet. and peasgable ff 
in all par 997 ha AS is gad and acceptable in 
the fight af God cur d iou ;. who will have all. men te be 
ſaved, and to a un the knawledge of che trutk For 
mar isn. God, and one Mediatet between God and men, the 

man. Chxiſt. Jeſus.) - W conceive ithat, nothing was, farther 
ſrom the HA ötle s deu. He. ig there recommending; prayer 
andithankigixing for all ranks and conditions of men and far 
this purpaſa (as he higaſelf expreſſes in). that we may, lead a quiet 
un fecedable:: dif: bs all gelle and A. But hate in 
zeaſon land. god. ſenſes has the deliverance put of hell af, wigkr 
n man av devila,te de with the, ſaints living quietly -3p8 
i is there aid that God 


| Faiths, it cannat intend: that this is, tho, abſolute, unfrubrabls 
will. a God Wekaow,Iit is the Will. God, chat all, ance 


oaſe. I is; tha Mil f Sed that all WD hear the geſpel 
ſhould necgiwe it f: butt i is-fat atherwile in fact, Who 
affirm.that the wille God is never in pony, inftance fruſtratecd ? 
To ey this would-be cacitly Charging God: gvith all the 
ery which exiſts. in the world. Indeed it 


EET Aalvation- intended, in the text pow. recited, 


is that ſalvation which comes through the, knowledge.of the 


truth z for ſo-it is eeſſed: Conſequently, it can hays no rer 
lation. whatever ta an univerſal reſtaration, which. you imagine 


will be effected by means. of hell torments, 1 Take the words. 
in heit mat abſolute and. unlimited ſenſe, they, even ther II 


mort of the: purpoſe for-which they were;quoted, the iH 


cally mentioced; amd nothing is ſaid, either directly or indirectly, 
cogerhiag apoſtate angels, And as: the: will of Gud reſpecting 
W all men. is the alledged reaſon why. we a t 
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CF -. 
is whe — D therefort, lea, 
che ſolution» Gf this problem to-thoſdcadepis; in metaphyſical, 
dic quiſition, whotare able to demonſtrate that two things way: 
be in alt reſpacte thei ame, and yet ſpecifically. different from 
each ce wing Yu eee ny eee , 16 him od . 
Achs word aluation does not always\ſignify doliveranse Lot: 
ſin and. ſutute topiſerys; It fometimes means deliverapce.,froms. 
temporal eic And Moſes ſaid unto. the people; Fear ye 
i964; Rand ſi iii andi ſeg he ſalvation of the. Lord, which he, 
will iſhew to your-fd da for; the Egyptians whom ye haue. 
ſeen to day vd (hall ſeg them again no more for ever. Exod- 
14. v 1% f It is he ahategiveth ſalyation wato kings: whode-, * 
ltereth· David his ſegvam from the hurtful fword.”s Plalax 
144, U. %% Thus wensſt forth-for. che fal vation of thy 
pvople, even fordalvation with thine anointed. Haba 3 v. Ig 
Aud che prayer: of- faith: ſhall. Gve;the . ſiek, and, the Lord. 
ſhall caiſe him up. x and ift he have committed ſins; they ſhall. be- 
forgi van him . James's. N18 and in many other places. That 
tbisdieithhe meaning of che word i 1. Tim. 4. v. 20, ther 
can de n doubt. It is ſpoken of the preſent time, © Gog is. N. 
And» a-preſerving -providence is extended, to all mank ind, bur 
eſpbcially to them that; helieve. This paſſage, n, 
noneſerence whatever to the ſubject in queſtion. pn 
Mou non dinect aus attontion to Eph. x. V. 10. 4 That in the, 
diſpenſacion-gf the falneſs. of times he might gather together im 
one all things in Ihriſt, i hoth / which are in heaven, and which, 
earth, en im him.“ and Col. 1. v. 20. “ And, having 
———5— blood · of his croſs, by him to recaneileꝛ 
all things.unta-bimiſelf ; by him, I Gy, Whether they be things. 
ig.earth, dtthings !,in heaven.” Here we have to, enquire, 
what is intended h the diſpen/ation of the fulugſs of times z and. 
ifowedurn to Gel. v. 4. we ſhall find it explained of the die 
penſdtion of grace. by the appearing, of Chriſt. - hen gn 
falugſa c tba rime ua come, God: ſept forth. his Sen, matt; 
of "6 womay, made under the lau., Se then the, diſpenſation; 
the fdueſs of | times, means the diſpenſation; of .lightz, grace, and 
truth / under; the \goſpel,, whereby all the aatlines of arms, 
types and Propbecies: ars completely filled up; fox. Ohrid, 
de fulyels and ** W on 
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N V. 51. — 1 hs vere Wess Coll r. 
vat lr the Apo * ere deſerſting the high dignity, and 
utfverfal Gomihivn, 5, whith the! Son f God i now'exalted. 
Atedtding t your® interpretation. of the tent, how ſhall we 
uiideeſt#d*the® word rwe, ad" it applies to things in 
Nen? Do the holy angels; b the ſpitits of juſt men made 
perfect, need. #hy*fich/'revofitifiaionas'whit for-which you 
con@hd"3EAid hs — mommy Doors. dr 
nean you; with any degree of propriety, accommodate it to 
Wi. #ypbtties? NR def Ehas (Matt 27. v. 110 f fall 
fe lam du re u which d are taught (v. 1g.) 
ü derſtand of John the Baptiſt” Of Chriſt it is ſaid; om 
the \ heavens ni dh dae Wei" the" vimes of roftinition of all | 
ien (Nets 3. 4.2129 Which will; therefore, take place at his 
mebnd advent, und bonſbqquenely prior 46 the iniverſaljudg- 
ment. From r 
mne n fipport Uf- your Fyſtetm; One thing only 
— have been long antiouſſy in wet ef wit 
| te fobſtantiath pour do8tine; and din hd none. Us ann 


ity Weaving? dr dot Mine bs vided . our 

80 Wings that have chad an end; and yon give 
| Wie tanees Now we ſhall not, for che preſent; ebntro- 
dert Mis ſtatement, thbiiph it has been contreverted, and we 
, with factefs.. But we alk, why you have choſen" to 
motto Apt G Teſtament ien ven "Know "was not 


1 we 


„„ 


gnifie eu chey ce ld antend nothing leſs; This is eipecially dle 
ale in al wle Antkanees you have- mentioned. The prie ſthood 


of — — intention of it, was} in „ 


Bod of the Sort of God. « — — high prieſt. 


of good things to come; by a greater and more perfect 
not made with hands; that is to ſay, not of this building. „Nes 
ther by ehe: blood-of goats and calves, but by his own blood, 
he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal. 


redemption for us. Heb. 9. v. 11, 12. This obſer vation 


applies to every other typical inſtitute, and figurative adum- 


dration, all of which, for the ſame reaſon, may be truly ſad 
to be everlaſting. 80 the inhabitants of Sodom, &c. are ſaid 
to be ſuffering” tbe vengeance f eternal fire; botli becauſe the 
fire by which they were conſumed, was an emblem of the fite 
of hell; and becauſe they did then enter into- that awful ſtate 


where eee eee beer and where the 0 n i 

"RE. Tad We, 100 ee $1, 24th C34 is 
But yet, iteireiny it could be 3 that ap 8 tran” 

oy 'everlaſting,” eternal, for ever and ever, &c. does ſome- 


times, even in the New Teſtament, ſignify a period of limited 
duration, does it thence follow that it never is uſed to denote 


„ exiſtence? As well might you argue, that becauſe 


ereatures are ſometimes called gods, therefore that term is 


never uſed to expreſs abſolute divinity. Tou ſay, & The word 
cannot in its on nature mean endleſs, but an age, or 
period. I ſo, we have no revelation concerning the ctdleſs 


duration of future glory; for this is uniformly expreſſed by 
the ſame terms, which are uſed-in-reference-to the puniſhment, 
of the wicked, and ſometimes in the ſame ſentence, denoting 
nan exact contraſt. + The word which the inſpired writers con- 


ſtantly uſe to expreſs as well the duration of certain ſtates and 


conditions of creatures, as the permanency of the divine per- 
feckions, and the diſpenſations both of grace and of punitive 
juſtice, occurs in the New Teſtament no leſs than one hun- 


dred and ninety-nine times. To ſay then that this word. 


«in its own nature“ vague and equi vocal, tends to ſap th 
foundation of all confidence in the divine teſtimony, Wo 


| 8 of 3 with blank paper. 
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t deceive: or to perplex. And to impute ſuch a practice to 
| * che-Apoltlan(norto 


7 ag rw —— were 


bute fo effeQually —— — — | 
inſinuations from the profeſſed advocates of divine truth, of 
Rion-/ and. ambiguity. in the--inſpired . writings; and an. 


Hbſcurity in what relates to the everlaſting, Rate of ſaints and 


finmets, as it is a leading and fundamental. doctrine in the 
evungelical ſyſtem, would be ſufficient, if it could be proved, 


| #6 dſiak dhe reputstion, and. deſtroy the validity of che Seriy- 


ares ſor evor. Whatever relates to the character or kingdom 
of the Son of God, is deſcribed hy the epithet (Sonian ) ever- 
Jafting, or eternal; and at the ſame time, without any mark of 
diſtinction, to denote the duration of hell torments. Now, if 
it be; in its con natura, fo. equivocal and ambiguous as you 
_ nfinuatey what muſt we think of the wiſdom or the integrity 
of thoſe writers, who uniformly made uſe of it on ſubjects of 
uch infinita moment; when, if at any time; as good writers 
and as honeſt men, they ſhould have been the moſt ſcrupu- 
- Jouſly: aceurate and explicit? If, this be a fait ſpecimen of 
ivine wiſdom and divine goodneſs, as much as e deplore the 


/\artertaſe of infidelity, we think the Deifts. are perfectly juſti- 
med in the rejection of a book, which either is altogether un- 


- intelligible, or elſe more eminently calculated to deceive, than 
5 nnn that ever was vbtruded upon mankinc. 
For ouſelves we firmly believe, that of the ſeventy-one 


times the Greek adjective (æonian) tranſlated everlaſting, eter- 
nal, &c. &. occurs in the New Teftament, it never once. 
means any other than endleſs, or never-ending. In anſwer to 
this, the words of Paul to Philemon, reſpecting Oneſimus, 


are quoted with confidence: For perhaps be therefore depart- 


A ſor a ſeaſon, that thou Jhouldeft receive him for ever,” (v. 16.) 
Bug from the words which immediately follow, it is evident 
the Apoſtle had reſpect, not to the civil oonnection which had 


ſormerly ſubſiſted, hut to their union in ſpirit, as brethren in 


( «9 5 
— Teſif could-not diſſolve. 80 chat, erg 
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* you ſuould take away the key of knowledge from the common 0 
L people, and give that as a revelation from God, which-neithes. 1 
a they nor yourſelves. can comprehend. You have expelled i 
Ts from the New Teſtament the plain Engliſh/ phraſes eternal, i 
t WM everlaſting, for ever, world without end, &c. &c. and you 5 
1 ba ve ſupplied their place with a word from @ dead language, 1 
* of which they know nothing; and of the meaning of which Fr 
; you know as little. For you'cannot- tranſlate it, becauſe, by 
2 your account, it has ne meaning; or elſe means every thing, 
- or nothing, juſt as fancy may dictate, Hence we have, for 
* divine truth, ſuch! uncouth, unintelligible phraſes as the fol- 
1 lowing: conan God; æonian goſpel, æonian life, æonian con- | 
f folation; æonian covenant, æonian puniſhment; that Chriſt 
f ſhall'reign æonianly, &c. &c. which can convey no inſtruftion 
T1 to any living man, learned or unlearned: and you might a8 
7 well have ſubſtituted the cabaliſtic word abracadabra. It is 
f hard, gentlemen, extremely hard, that nine hundred and nine- I 
; ty-nine individuals out of à thouſand, at leaſt, ſhould be thus j 
— tantalized, by having the Bible put into their hands, and by ' 
f being told it is a revelation from God, concerning matters of Ka 
e infinite moment, and every way calculated to make them 0 
— ſupremely happy, if they receive it in its true light; when, | i 
- looking into this ſacred volume for the important information + 
"= Promiſed, they there read of an æonian God, who regards his | al 
people with an æonian love, has made with them in Chriſt 1 
4 an #onian covenant, provided for them an æonian ſalvation, | | 
- together with an æonian righteouſneſs, through which they / 1 
e. ſhall no experience æonian conſolation, and finally poſſeſs 1 
>  emian'life;'in an æonian kingdom; but that if they reject and 15 
y deſpiſe all this, they will be compelled to ſuffer æonian puniſh- *th 
— ment. In this caſe, how great their diſappointment and mor- | g 
}  tification! They apply to you for an explanation of the word 190 
t * eonian, upon the meaning of which the true import of every 6 
d ſentence depends. You tell them it means, & an age, or hidden 1 
n. and * be tranſlated ( agical, or age laſting.” 


* ä 


ca). 


We may eaſily conceive how well bled: tha perf will 
be, "from ſuch inſtructions, to give aireaſon of the hope that is 
in them. The moſt natural concluſion, indeed, is, that they 
it relingeiff all farther reſearches of this kind, and com- 
menes Dei A revelation founded in myſticiſm ; every where 
zecompanied with inſuperable difficulties; replete with contra- 
Actions, and'terminating in vague conjecture ; cannot, with- 
out blaſphemy, be imputed to chat _ who bee in 
whom there is ne darkneſs at all. N intl 
If there be any thing in vera e e greater 
re of truth, than what we have already 
nsticed, it is your application of ſome paſſages in the book of 
Revelation. You quote chap. 21. v. 13. „And I ſaw a new 
heaven and a new earth; for the firſt heaven and the firſt earth 
were paſſed away: and there was no more ſea. And I, John, 
ſaw the holy city, New Jeruſalem, coming down from God, 
But of heaven, prepared as à bride adorned for her huſband— 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven, ſaying, Behold; the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
undd they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf ſhall be with 
them, and be their God.“ This relates to a period prior to 
the whiverfal judgment, though ſubſequent to the conflagra- | 
tion; for between thoſe two events there will be a thouſand 
years df bleſſeuneſs to the ſaints, on the earth; Who will 
be raiſodd at the time of the conflagration, and the wicked not 
till the thouſand? years ſhall be finiſhed, when the judgment 
will commence For:if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe 
eugain, even ſo, them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, will God 
bring with him. For this we' ſay unto you, by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive, and remain unto the 
-eoming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent them which are aſleep. 
For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
- and: the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt: Then we which are 
alive, and remain, ſhall be caught up, together with them, in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and fo ſhall we 
ever be with the Lord.“ 1 Theſſ. 4. v. 14—17. „ But 
ide heavens and the earth which are now, by the ſame word 
are Te in ſtore, reſerved unto * aguinſ the day of judg- 


"7 : ment, 


CV 2. 


ment, and, perdition of .ungodly men. But, beloved, be not 
ignorant of this one thing, that one day i is. with the Lord a8 A, 


thouſand. years, and a thouſand years as one day. Never- 


theleſs, we, according to his promiſe, look for new bea 

and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs.” 2 Peter, 3. 
V. 77 8, 13, For behold, I create new heavens and a 
new earth; and the former ſhall not be remembered, nor come 


into mind.“ Iſa. 65. v. 17. And 66. v. 22. For as, 


the new Cos and the new earth which I will make, ſhall 
remain before me, faith the Lord, ſo ſhall your ſeed and your 
name remain.” © But the reſt of the dead lived not again, 


until the thouſand years were finiſhed : this'i is the firſt reſur- 
rection. And when the thouſand years are expired, Satan 


ſhall be looſed out of his priſon. And I faw the dead, ſmall 
and great, ſtand before God; and the books were opened, and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of thoſe things which were written in 
the books, according to their works.” Rev. 20. v. 5. 748 
The laſt two chapters of the Revelations contain a deſcription 
of the glory and feligity of the church, after the firſt reſurrec- 
tion, on the earth in itz gedovated ſ 3 ; but when the awful 
procedures of the laſſ judgment ſhall be cloſed, the ſaints will 


be received into o other And higher manſions, even the kingdom 


Hum the foundation of the world, (Mat. . 


ſercerers, and wharemongers, and murderers, and idolaters,, and 
liars, as being excluded; and upon whom this ſentence is faid 
to be pronounced, He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt till: and 
. he that is filthy, let him be filthy till. (Rev. 22. v. II. 15.) Vou 


are, it muſt be confeſſed, ſingularly unhappy in the choice of 


your paſſages. Not one have you quoted but what either di- 
; reftly militates againſt the doctrine which it was brought to- 
- countenance, or mc. * no relation whatever to the point in 


| 


2 


| id to 2. for them in heaven. (1 Pet. I. v. 4.) 
And what proves to a demonſtration, as well the injudicious 

manner in which you quote Scripture, as the abſolute falſhood of 
the doctrine you wiſh to eſtabliſn, is, that in this deſcription, 
which you apply to the ſtate when all mankind, as well as 
. devils, ſhall be made holy and happy, we read of dogs, and 
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queſtion. ru e de 50 the Juftics'r0 ſuppoſe, they were 
the beſt you could S.. eee 29 201% 
Finding nothing further th your addrefs hich * at = 
ferial, 'we ſhall cloſe the preſent ſtrictures by obfervitig— 4 
Fit. That no inferences deduced from the ideas we fiatus | 
fly form of the divine attributes,” can be admimed as proof 
of any ſpecific * propofiti tion, "which relates to his goverment in 
particular inſtances: 55 ky 2 Hecauſe our conceptions are totally 
| to the comprehenſion. of what is abſolutely infinite: 
Nome by wiſdom can nd out God. 12 Becaufe different per- 
fons will be diſpoſed to draw different concluſions from the 
ſame premiſes, according to the particular ſyſtems which they 
have Teverally adopted. (3.) Becauſe God having, in his in- 
finite goodnels, \ vouchlafe z revelation” of himſelf in the 
Scriptures, and of whitever is at all intereſting to us in the 
preſent tare, it is unneceſſary for us to have recourſe to the 
mere ulctates of reaſon, in the inveſtigation of important 
trüths. Such an appeal to reaſon, under theſe circumſtanets, 
wad ſuperſede the divine teſtimony, and render it altogether 
cles. If reaſon be fifficient to lead us to the true Know. 
Tetlge of God, "What need then of a rexela h? And if the re- 
0 de Pertect, -why recur to a triads'of abſtract reaſoning 
on the Gene attributes, with which, it is donfeſſed, we are but 
very imperfectly acquainted? If reafon be.an infallible guide, 
follow that; but if the Scriptures only be {o;\follow them. 
wa "Secondly. * He'Scriptures are either perfect or imperfect. If 
mnuperfect, they are not to be implicitly regarded ; and their 
_ «divinity may be juſtly queſtioned. If perfect, the ſincere ſoul 
who pays due attention, can neither remain in ignorance, nor 
be decetyed. Ambiguity is a ſpecies of imperfe&ion z and it 
i char kind of imperfection which the Scriptures ſolemnly 
"ad ref epeatedly diſclaim. Nothing can be more ambiguous 
"an to ply the ſame term uniformly to things which are 
etreme!y diflimilar, and without any mark of diſtinction. For 
" example, to apply the fame term to the being of God, to the 
duration of Chriſt, and the endleſs felicity of ſaints; and at 
the ſame time to the miſery of the wicked, unleſs they will 
ry 115 of chem be of the ſame 9 is the exceſs of ambi- 


guity. 


( 3 ) 


puity, Nor is this ambiguity diminiſhed by explaining the 
word to ſignify hidden, or age, or any thing elſe; for ſtill the 


fame word, be it what it may, is uſed to expreſs duration, : 


either endleſs or limited@yuſt as men's prejudices may happen 
to bias their judgments. Conſequently there is no revelation 
Foncerning a future ſtate, either of happineſs or miſery, as to 
their duration. And yet to make this known, was the great 
deſign of the goſpel. If you mean to prove, that wicked men 
and devils will be liberated out of hell, you muſt point us to 
the text where it is expreſſed in ſo many words, as plainly as 
it is ſaid, their worm never dieth, and their fire fhall never be 
quenched. Againſt ſuch evidence your inferences will weigh 
nothing. Strong language, bold aſſertions, ſpecious ſurmiſe, 


ſophiſtical reaſoning, and even plauſible inferences, or the 


mack ingenious conſtructions, are altogether diſtin from 
pain, dir ect, and unequivocal * 
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